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A PREFACE

Several  years ago t h e  i d e a  o f  hav ing  some
k ind o f  conc lud ing  thought  f o r  t h e  worsh ip
serv ice  occurred t o  my w i f e ,  and  t h rough
the process o f  t o s s i n g  ideas  around we came
up w i t h  t h e  word ing i rBenedict ion Thoughts . "
Sometimes t h e y  a re  app rop r ia te  t o  t h e
message o f  t h e  hou r ;  a g a i n ,  t h e y  a re
d i s t i n c t  f r o m  i t .  H o w e v e r,  t h e  though t  o r
thoughts can  be t a k e n  home b y  t he  worsh ipe r
i n  a d d i t i o n  t o  t h e  s tatements  o f  t h e  sermon.

Because o f  t h e  comments f r o m  and t h e  h e l p
given t o  many, t h e s e  wfhoughts”  have been
compiled t o  en large t h e  e x t e n t  o f  t h e i r
m i n i s t r y.

Having a  bened ic t i on  thought  has  become a
par t  o f  t h e  s e r v i c e  o f  worsh ip  and as t h e
congregat ion hears :  .  .  .  b e f o r e  t h e
Benedic t ion,  t h i s  t h o u g h t ,  'GOD RECKONS OUR
SERVICE, NOT BY OUR ABILITY BUT BY OUR
KILLINGNESSO may we p r a y  .  .  .

L. N e a l  Car lson
Beverly H i l l s  B a p t i s t  Church
Birmingham, Mich igan

August 1964
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"Prayer i s  n o t  conquer ing God's r e l u c t a n c e ,
but t a k i n g  h o l d  o f  God's w i l l i n g n e s s . "

2

"A s t r i n g  o f  op in ions  n o  more c o n s t i t u t e s
f a i t h  than  a  s t r i n g  o f  beads c o n s t i t u t e s
h o l i n e s s . "  - -  John Wesley

3

"The measure o f  a  man's r e a l  cha rac te r  i s
what he would  do i f  he  knew he would never
be found  o u t . "

4

"The l i g h t  t h a t  sh ines  f a r t h e s t  sh ines
b r i g h t e s t  a t  home."

5

" Ti t h i n g  i s  a  compass t h a t  keeps y o u r
hear t  on  God's c o u r s e , "  " W h e r e  you r
t reasure  i s ,  t h e r e  w i l l  you r  h e a r t  be
a l s o . "  - -  Matthew 6 :21

6

"To w in  men t o  an  acceptance o f  Jesus as
Saviour and Lord i s  t h e  o n l y  reason
Chr is t ians  a r e  l e f t  i n  t h i s  w o r l d . "

- -  R. A .  To r r e y

A CLOSER WALK WITH GOD

The B i b l e ,  i t s  message,
An organ and a  song,
Prayer o f  s u p p l i c a t i o n  -
A c l o s e r  wa lk  w i t h  God.

A morning, i t s  b r i l l i a n c e ,
A r o b i n  and i t s  song ,
Thoughts o f  l o v e  and k indness
A c l o s e r  wa l k  w i t h  God.

The evening,  i t s  s i l e n c e ,
Day's work done w i t h  r e s t  won,
Uttered p rayer  o f  thanks ,  b r i n g  -
A c l o s e r  wa lk  w i t h  God.

711,is l i f e ,  w i t h  i t s  cha l l enge ,
'Fa i th  and events  t o  come,
Hope o f  t h i n g s  n o t  seen,  b r i n g  -
A c l o s e r  w a l k  w i t h  God.

- -  Nancy Carlson
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"There a r e  no crown-wearers i n  heaven who
were n o t  c ross -bearers  here  b e l o w. "

- -  C.  H .  Spurgeon

218

"The reward f o r  a  good d e a l  i s  t o  have
done i t . "  - -  E l b e r t  Hubbard

219

"Be s t r o n g  and o f  good courage, f e a r  n o t ,
nor be a f r a i d  .  .  f o r  t h e  L o r d  t h y  God, h e
i t  i s  t h a t  do th  go w i t h  t h e e ;  h e  w i l l  n o t
f a i l  t h e e ,  n o r  fo rsake  t h e e . "

- -  Deuteronomy 31 :6

8

" I t  i s  a  common t h i n g  f o r  ignorance t o
denounce what i t  d o e s n ' t  unders tand . "

"Those who f o r g i v e  most s h a l l  b e  f o r g i v e n . "
- -  P.  J .  B a i l e y  9

"The bes t  p lace  t o  f i n d  a  h e l p i n g  hand i s
220 a t  t h e  end o f  y o u r  a rm. "

"God's l o v e  i s  t h e  course o f  o u r  meal ;  H i s
pat ience un to  us i s  t h e  desser t  o f  o u r
s o u l . "  - -  L .  N e a l  Car lson

221

"The most comp le te l y  l o s t  o f  a l l  days i s
t ha t  o n  which one has n o t  l aughed . "

Chamfort

222

"Sunday c l e a r s  away t he  r u s t  o f  t h e  whole
week." - -  Addison

38

10

"The dep th  and greatness o f  you r  f a i t h  w i l l
determine t h e  s i z e  and d i s t ance  o f  t h e
mountain i t  w i l l  move." - -  L .  N e a l  Car lson

11

J. Edgar  Hoover has s a i d  t h a t  t h e  p lace  t o
reform America i s  n o t  i n  t h e  e l e c t r i c
c h a i r,  b u t  i n  t h e  h i g h  c h a i r .

12

" I  know I  have worshipped God i f  my f a i t h
i s  s t r o n g e r,  my v i s i o n  i s  b r i g h t e r ,  my mind
i s  c l e a r e r ,  my h e a r t  i s  p u r e r,  my
sympathies a r e  broadened and my l o v e  i s
deeper. "  p e r r y  F.  Webb

3



13

"The t h i n k e r  i s  a lways about  f o u r  hundred
mi les  ahead o f  t h e  t a l k e r ,  and  t h e  doer  i s
a m i l e  i n  t h e  l e a d  o f  b o t h . "

14

211

"God o f t e n  t e l l s  us  t o  w a i t ,  b u t  never  t o
w o r r y. "

212

"Let my hear t  be  broken w i t h  t h e  t h i n g s
"A new broom sweeps w e l l ,  b u t  t h e  o l d  one t h a t  b reak  t h e  h e a r t  o f  God."
i s  b e s t  f o r  t h e  c o r n e r s . "

15

"Sin has many t o o l s ,  b u t  a  l i e  i s  t h e
handle wh ich  f i t s  t h e m  a l l . "

16

"Happiness must be fash ioned  o u t  o f  t h e
rough ma te r i a l s  o f  l i f e . "

17

"Way, f r o m  the  p a l i p t  o f  you r  s o u l  and t h e
p u l p i t  o f  y o u r  j o b ,  t h e  p roc lamat ion  o f
Jesus be seen i n  y o u . "

- -  L .  N e a l  Car lson

18

"Success i s  n o t  made b y  l y i n g  awake a t
n i g h t ,  b u t  b y  keeping awake i n  t h e
dayt ime."

213

"The diamond cannot  be  p o l i s h e d  w i thou t
f r i c t i o n ,  n o r  man pe r f ec ted  w i t hou t  t r i a l s . "

- -  Chinese Proverb

214

"There a r e  two  k inds  o f  men who never
amount t o  much- - those  who cannot  do what
they  a re  t o l d ,  and  those  who can do  no th ing
e l s e . "  - -  Cyrus H.  K .  C u r t i s

215

"When you are  d iscouraged because you  are
i n  a  v a l l e y,  remember t h a t  eve ry  v a l l e y
reaches up  t o  t h e  h i l l s . "

2115

"The g r e a t  t h i n g  i n  t h i s  w o r l d  i s  n o t  s o
much where we s tand  as  i t  i s  i n  What
d i r e c t i o n  we a re  mov ing . "
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"Live as i f  C h r i s t  d i e d  yes te rday,  r o s e
t h i s  morning and i s  coming back tomor row. "

206

"God g i ves  t o  us  t h a t  we may g i v e  t o
o t h e r s . "

207

" I f  you  would be happy be a c t i v e  as  a
running stream, n o t  c l o u d y  and morbid as
a s tagnant  p o o l . "

208

"Trouble i s  u s u a l l y  produced by  those who
produce no th ing  e l s e . "

20

"Perhaps t h e  reason t h e r e  i s  s o  l i t t l e
peace i n  t h e  wor ld  t o d a y  i s  because t h e r e
i s  s o  l i t t l e  peace i n  o u r  h e a r t s . "

21

"Dropping an unkind word i s  l i k e  leaves
dropping f rom a t r e e - - i t  denotes a
d e t e r i o r a t i o n ,  a  d y i n g . "

- -  L .  N e a l  Car lson

"A good way t o  have a  c l ean  mind i s  t o  2 2
change i t  o c c a s i o n a l l y, "

209

"The man who has n o t  been t o  church f o r
t h i r t y  years i s  u s u a l l y  t h e  one who says
t h a t  modern preach ing  i s  behind t h e  t i m e s . ”

" I f  you  can c o n s i s t e n t l y  do you r  b e s t ,
the wo rs t  w o n ' t  h a p p e n "  2 3

"Give a l l  he asks- - t a k e  a l l  he  p romises . "
210

"Have f a i t h  i n  God - -He has f n i t h  i n  y o u . "  2 4
-  L .  Nea l  Car lson

"Pride was t h e  t h i n g  t h a t  f i r s t  overcame
man--and i t  i s  abou t  t h e  l a s t  t h i n g  t h a t
man overcomes."



25

"Prayer does n o t  need p roo f ,  i t  needs
p r a c t i c e . "

26

" A l l  t h e  t i m e  which God a l l ows  u s  i s  j u s t
enough t ime  f o r  t h e  work  which God a l l o t s
u s . "

27

"Observe when o thers  a r e  s u f f e r i n g  and
drop a  word o f  k indness , "

28

" S t a t i s t i c s  show t h a t  t e n  thousand people
are k i l l e d  by  i n t o x i c a t i n g  l i q u o r ,  where
o n l y  one i s  k i l l e d  b y  a  mad dog. Y e t  we
shoot t h e  dog and l i c e n s e  t h e  l i q u o r . "

29

"When you have accomplished you r  d a i l y
task ,  g o  t o  s l eep  i n  peace; God i s  awake."

- -  V i c t o r  Hugo

30
"You've heard  i t  s a i d ,
keeps t h e  d o c t o r  away'
keeps peop le  away' b u t
reading t h i s  week w i l l
away."

'an app le  a  day
and ' a n  o n i o n  a  day
Prayer and B i b l e
keep t h e  D e v i l

- -  L .  N e a l  Car lson

199
"There a r e  no v i c t o r i e s  w i t h o u t  c o n f l i c t s - -
no ra inbow w i t hou t  a  c l o u d  and a  s t o rm . "

200

"Folks who g e t  on  t h e i r  knees s t a n d  up t o
l i f e . "

201

"Ten c e n t s '  w o r t h  o f  h e l p  w i l l  make more
r e l i g i o n  t han  a d o l l a r ' s  w o r t h  o f  argument . "

202

"The B i b l e  becomes God's Word o n l y  when t h e
s p i r i t  o f  God breathes upon and through i t
t o  u s .  I t  i s  t h e n  a  l i v i n g  Book f o r  us
p e r s o n a l l y. "  - -  L .  Nea l  Car lson

203

"Hardship i s  t h e  compliment a  wise
Providence hands t o  p l u c k y  s o u l s . "

204

"God ho lds  us  respons ib le  n o t  f o r  what we
have, b u t  f o r  what we migh t  have;  n o t  f o r
what we a r e ,  b u t  f o r  what we migh t  b e . "

- -  mark Guy Pearse
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"Even i f  we a r e  one o f  God's s h i n i n g  l i g h t s ,
we s t i l l  need recharg ing  on  Sunday."

- -  L .  N e a l  Car lson

"There never  was a  person who d i d  any th ing
-worth do ing t h a t  d i d  n o t  r e c e i v e  more t h a n
he gave.

194 3 2

"When i t  i s  d a r k  enough, men can  see t h e  " W h e n  you s top  t o  t h i n k ,  d o n ' t  f o r g e t  t o
s ta r s .  - -  Ralph Waldo Emerson s t a r t  aga in . " '

195 3 3

"We a r e  t o  g i v e  o u r  bodies  a  l i v i n g
s a c r i f i c e - - n o t  a  h a l f  dead s a c r i f i c e  a s
some people seem t o  imag ine . "

- -  Henry Drummond

196

"Did you ever  n o t i c e  how se r i ous  a  s l i g h t
a i lment becomes o n  Sunday morning?"

197

"We t a l k  a  g r e a t  d e a l  o f  r e l i g i o n  i n  t h i s
count ry,  b u t  we need t o  s t o p  l ong  enough
t o  l e t  ou r  f e e t  c a t c h  up w i t h  ou r  mouths. "

- -  B i l l y  Graham

198

"You are  n o t  one person,  b u t  t h r e e - - t h e  one
you t h i n k  you  a re ,  t h e  one o t h e r  people
t h i n k  you a re ,  and  t h e  one God knows you
t o  be .

" I t  i s  p a r t  o f  human na tu re  t o  t h i n k  w ise
th ings  and  t o  do  r i d i c u l o u s  ones . "

34

"Human minds a r e  l i k e  wagons. W h e n  t h e y
have a  l i g h t  l o a d  t h e y  a re  much n o i s i e r
than when t h e  l o a d  i s  h e a v y. "

3 5,

"Whitewashing t h e  pump won ' t  make t h e  w a t e r
pure . "

36

"God's Word i s  t h e  a i r - cond i t i one r  t o  a  d r y
and parched s o u l .  R e a d  d a i l y  t h i s  week . "

- -  L .  Nea l  Car lson

34
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"One way t o  make t h e  w o r l d  b e t t e r  i s  t o  " T h e  cheapest p a r t  o f  beverage a l c o h o l  i s
improve on  y o u r s e l f . "  t h e  p r i c e  p a i d  pe r  d r i n k .  - -  Shel ton Gibbs

38

"Prayer i s  t h e  b rea th  o f  t h e  newborn s o u l ,
and t h e r e  can be no C h r i s t i a n  l i f e  w i t h o u t
i t . "  - -  R.  H i l l

39

"Between t h e  g r e a t  t h i n g s  we c a n ' t  do  and
the l i t t l e  t h i n g s  we won ' t  d o ,  t h e  danger
i s  we s h a l l  do no th ing  a t  a l l . "

188

"No one has e v e r  c l imbed t h e  l a d d e r  o f
success w i t h  h i s  hands i n  h i s  p o c k e t s . "

189

"Being more s p i r i t u a l  i s  a v a i l a b l e  t o  us
a l l  i f  we a r e  b u t  w i l l i n g  t o  pay  t h e  p r i c e ,
which i s ;  l o s i n g  o u r  l i f e  f o r  t h e  sake o f
C h r i s t . "  - -  L .  Nea l  Car lson

40 1 9 0

" I f  we b u t  remember, ' I f  you  have done i t
unto t h e  l e a s t  o f  these ,  my b re th ren ,  y o u
have done i t  un to  m o  o u r  approach t o  and
conduct i n  t h e  wo r l d  would be d r a s t i c a l l y
a l t e r e d . "  - -  L .  Nea l  Car l son

41

"Are r e f o r m  o thers  unconsc ious ly  when we
walk u p r i g h t l y . "  - - M m e .  Soymonoff Swetchine

"viisdom i s  knowing what t o  d o  n e x t ;  s k i l l
i s  knowing how t o  do i t ,  and  v i r t u e  i s
doing i t . "  - -  D. S .  Jordan

191

"Fr iend l iness  pays b i g g e r  d iv idends  t h a n
any o the r  f o r m  o f  chu rch  s e r v i c e ;  f o r
f r i e n d l i n e s s  i s  outward express ion  o f
l o v e . "

42 1 9 2

"The work o f  t h e  wo r l d  i s  done b y  a  f ew ;
God asks t h a t  a  p a r t  be  done b y  y o u . "

"The w i l l  o f  God w i l l  n o t  l e a d  you where
the grace  o f  God cannot keep y o u . "

Lo le te  Dotson

8 3 3
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"Learn f rom the  mistakes o f  o t h e r s .  Y o u
c a n ' t  l i v e  l o n g  enough t o  make them a l l
y o u r s e l f . "  - -  Ma r t i n  Vanlee

182

"Give n o t  f rom t h e  t o p  o f  y o u r  purse ,  b u t
from t h e  bot tom o f  y o u r  h e a r t .

44

"Tears o f t e n  prove t h e  te lescope  b y  which
"The bes t  remedy f o r  a  s i c k  church i s  t o  p u t  m a n  can see i n t o  heaven."
i t  on  a  m iss ionary  d i e t . "

45
183

"Music washes away f rom the  s o u l  t h e  d u s t
" A l l  t h i ngs  w i l l  come t o  t h e  o t h e r  f e l l o w  o f  everyday l i f e . "
i f  you  s i t  down and w a i t . "

46
184

"To bemoan t h e  pas t  i s  t o  bec loud t he
"So l i v e  t h a t  you  would n o t  be ashamed t o  f u t u r e . "
s e l l  t h e  f a m i l y  p a r r o t  t o  t h e  town g o s s i p . "

185

" C h r i s t i a n i t y  has n o t  been t r i e d  and f o u n d
wanting; i t  has been found d i f f i c u l t  a n d
not  t r i e d .  - -  G. K .  Chester ton

186

"The Church l ong  has  been symbol ized by  a
sh ip .  T h e r e  must b e  no s t r i k i n g  on  o u r  j o b
o f  s h i p b u i l d i n g . "  - -  L .  N e a l  Car lson

47

"Keep your  Sundays f o r  the  g r e a t  t h i n g s  o f
your s o u l . "

48

"Som.etimes o u r  l a c k  o f  f a i t h  produces a
lack  o f  s i g h t  i n t o  t h e  everyday exper iences
w i t h  cod.  - -  L .  Nea l  Car lson

32 9
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"Love n o t  o n l y  s u f f e r s  l o n g ,  b u t  i t  i s
c h a r i t a b l e  d u r i n g  t h e  misunderstandings i n
l i f e . "

50

"Spoken words o f  app rec ia t i on  make b e a u t i f u l
t h ings  t o  g row,  l i k e  wa te r  i n  a  garden make
the  p l a n t s  t o  g r o w. "

51

"Remember, God i s  understanding i n  a l l  o u r
t r i a l s ,  and  i t  i s  w i t h  t h i s  handkerch ie f
t ha t  he  d r i e s  o u r  t e a r s . "  - -  L .  Nea l  Car lson

52

"Don' t  f r e t  o v e r  what y o u ' d  do w i t h  you r
t ime i f  you  cou ld  l i v e  i t  ove r  aga in - - g e t
busy w i t h  what you  have l e f t . "

53

"A f r i e n d  i s  one who s teps  i n  when t h e  whole
wor ld  s teps o u t . "

54

"Trouble i s  a  s i eve  th rough  which we s i f t
our acquaintances;  t hose  who a r e  t o o  b i g  t o
pass th rough  a re  f r i e n d s . "

" I n  o u r  haste  t o  d e a l  w i t h  t h e  t h i n g s  wh ich
are wrong, l e t  us  n o t  upse t  t h e  t h i n g s  wh ich
are r i g h t . “

176

wour l o v e  toward o u r  f e l l o w  man i s  t h e
thermosta t ic  r ead ing  o f  ou r  l o v e  toward
God." - -  L .  Nea l  Car lson

177

"The g r e a t e s t  t e s t  o f  f a u l t s ,
i s  t o  be conscious'  o f  none . "

178

should say,

wi t  i s  easy  t o  g i i re  o thers  a  p i e c e  o f  you r
mind, b u t  when you a re  th rough you have
l o s t  y o u r  Own peace o f  m ind . "

179

"The t r o u b l e  w i t h  some f o l k s  who g i v e  u n t i l
i t  h u r t s  i s  t h a t  t h e y  a re  so  s e n s i t i v e  t o
p a i n . "

180

"People a r e  n o t  reached by  t h e  r i n g i n g  o f
church b e l l s ,  b u t  b y  t h e  r i n g i n g  o f  doo r
b e l l s . "  - -  E .  D .  Ho r ton
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"A h o l y  l i f e  does n o t  l i v e  i n  t h e  c l o s e t ,
but i t  cannot  l i v e  w i t h o u t  t h e  c l o s e t . "

- -E .  M.  Bounds

"When Hobert  Lou i s  Stevenson d iscovered
h imsel f  i n  a  d e s p a i r i n g  mood he would
laugh ing ly  say,  I  must g e t  o u t  my w ings . "

170 5 6

"Go as  f a r  as  you  can see and when you g e t
there you  can see f a r t h e r . "

171

"What o n  e a r t h  a re  we do ing  f o r  Heaven's
sake?" - -  Eugene Hugg

172

"Even though you a re  on  t he  r i g h t  t r a c k ,
you w i l l  g e t  r u n  over  i f  you  j u s t  s i t
t h e r e . "  - -  W. M a r s h a l l  C r a i g

173

" I  had no shoes and complained u n t i l  I  met
a man who had no f e e t . "

174

" I  t r y  t o  be most c a r e f u l  each day t h e
words I  speak; f o r  I  never know f rom day t o
day which one h a v e  t o  e a t . "

57

" I f  y o u  c a r r y  t h e  B i b l e  w h i l e  you a re
young, i t  w i l l  c a r r y  you when you a re  o l d . m

58

"S t r i ve  a lways t o  be l i k e  a  good watch;
open f a c e ,  busy  hands, p u r e  g o l d ,  w e l l
regula ted,  a n d  f u l l  o f  good works . "

59

"Four t h i n g s  come n o t  back ;  t h e  spoken word;
the sped ar row;  t i m e  pas t  and t h e  neg lec ted
o p p o r t u n i t y. "

"He t h a t  made t h e  waves i s  g r e a t e r  t h a n  6 0
the waves."

"One o f  l i f e ' s  j o y s  i s  d o i n g  a  deed w i t h
on ly  God knowing. "  - -  L .  N e a l  Car lson
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"Worry i s  l i k e  a  r o c k i n g  c h a i r .  I t  w i l l
g ive you  something t o  do ,  h u t  i t  w o n ' t  g e t
you anywhere."

"Fa i t h  keeps t h e  man who keeps f a i t h . "

164

62 " I f  you c h e e r f u l l y  bear  you r  c ross ,  i t  w i l l
bear y o u . "  - -  Thomas a  Kempis

" V i s i t a t i o n  has a lways cha rac te r i zed
successfu l  churches . "  - -  John Sisermore

165

63 " w e  show ou r  b e s t  s i d e  t o  those who mean
leas t  t o  u s . "  - -  Arno ld  Glasow

"The man who walks w i t h  God always g e t s  t o
h is  d e s t i n a t i o n . "

64

"Behind o u r  mask f o r  s o c i e t y  stands a  ba re
soul  be fo re  God."  - -  L .  N e a l  Car lson

65

" i f  p raye r  i s  recorded,  app rop r i a t e  i t ,
and launch i t  as  a  f e a t u r e d  arrow f r o m
the bow o f  you r  d e s i r e . "

66

"Sorrow makes u s  e i t h e r  b i t t e r  o r  b e t t e r . "

166

"What a  grand w o r l d  t h i s  would  be i f  we
could f o r g e t  o u r  t r o u b l e s  as  e a s i l y  as we
forge t  o u r  b l e s s i n g s . "

167

"Your outcome i n  l i f e  d o e s n ' t  depend on
your income, b u t  o n  how you overcome."

168

"There a r e  thousands o f  men who would
become more u s e f u l  i n  God's Kingdom i f  t h e y
would wake u o  t o  t h i s  f a c t :  I t  i s n ' t  b r a i n s
God wants- - i t  i s  t h e  h e a r t . "  - -  D.  L .  moody
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"Real r e l i g i o n  i s  t o  draw s t r e n g t h  f r o m
God i n  o r d e r  t o  g i v e  i t  t o  o t h e r s . "

- -  W. B a r c l a y

158

"Vi r tue ,  wisdom, goodness and r e a l  wor th ,
l i k e  t h e  lodes tone ,  neve r  l o s e  t h e i r
power." - -  R ichard E. B u r t o n

159

"Jesus s a i d  un to  h im,  ' I  am the  way, t h e
t r u t h  and t h e  l i f e ,  n o  man cometh un to  t h e
Father b u t  b y  me. '  "  - -  John 14 :6

160

"Opportuni ty  seems t o  have an  uncanny h a b i t
of  f a v o r i n g  those who have p a i d  t h e  p r i c e
o f  years  o f  p r e p a r a t i o n . "

68

"Those a r e  o u r  b e s t  f r i e n d s  i n  whose
presence we a r e  a b l e  t o  be o u r  bes t
se l ves . "

69

"Hardly a  boy  would be a  problem c h i l d  i f
h i s  f a t h e r  would p u t  h i s  f o o t  down now and
then- -on  a  spading f o r k ,  w i t h  t h e  k i d
ho ld ing  t h e  b a i t  can ,

"We a re  a lways punched i n  on  God's 7 0
t imecard . "  - -  R ichard R i i s

161

"L i f e  i s  t h e  s o u l ' s  n u r s e r y - - i t s  t r a i n i n g
place f o r  t h e  d e s t i n i e s  o f  e t e r n i t y . "

Thackeray

"The wo r l d  i s  n o t  a  ' p r i s o n  house'  b u t  a
k ind  o f  S p i r i t u a l  k i nde rga r ten  where
m i l l i o n s  o f  bewi ldered  i n f a n t s  a r e  t r y i n g
t o  s p e l l  God w i t h  t h e  wrong b l o c k s . "

- -  E .  A .  Robinson

162 7 1

"Habit i s  something you c a n ' t  g e t  r i d  o f .
You take  away t he  ' H '  and you s t i l l  have
'a b i t . '  Y o u  can take  away t h e  l a '  a n d
you s t i l l  have ' b i t . '  I f  you t ake  away t h e
'b '  y o u  s t i l l  have l i t . ,  Ta k e  away t h e
j i  and  you  have h a b i t  down t o  a  T . "

"Why f e a r  death? I t  i s  t h e  most b e a u t i f u l
adventure i n  l i f e . "  - -  Char les Frokman

72

"Chi ldren may t e a r  up a  house, b u t  t h e y
never b reak  up a  home."

28 13
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"To read  t h e  B i b l e  i s  t o  t a k e  a  t r i p  t o  a
f a i r  l a n d  where t h e  s p i r i t  i s  s t rengthened
and f a i t h  renewed."

74
"Prayer,  l i k e  y e a s t ,  c a n  go a  l o n g  way;
but u n l i k e  yeas t  i t  neve r  has a n  e x p i r a t i o n
d a t e . "  - -  L .  N e a l  Car lson

75
"The Gospel i s  f r e e ,  b u t  t r u e  worship never
i s ,  f o r  t h a t  i n v o l v e s  g i v i n g  up o f  s e l f  t o
honor God."

76

"One s h o u l d n ' t  r e s e n t  growing o l d - - t h e r e
are m i l l i o n s  who a r e  den ied  the  p r i v i l e g e . "

- -  Dutton S t a h l

77

"The d r i v e r  i s  s a f e  when t h e  roads a re  d r y ,
the roads a r e  s a f e  when the d r i v e r  i s  d r y . "

152

"Remember t h i s  week: God i s  o n  c a l l  24
hours a  day.  Ta k e  advantage o f  t h i s .
qhenever h e l p  i s  needed, t a l k  o f t e n  w i t h
him as y o u r  Fa the r,  i n s t e a d  o f  w a i t i n g  f o r
an emergency t o  a r r i v e . "

- -  L .  Nea l  Car lson

153

"Remember now t h y  Crea to r  i n  t he  days o f
thy  you th ,  w h i l e  t h e  e v i l  days come n o t ,
nor t h e  years d raw n i g h ,  when thou  s h a l t
say, I  have no p leasure  i n  them."

- -  Ecc les ias tes  1 2 : 1

154

"A home i s  a  s h e l t e r  f o r  l o v e ,  and a
" I f  you  can c o n s i s t e n t l y  do your  b e s t ,  t h e  s e t t i n g  f o r  you  and g r o w t h . "
worst w o n ' t  happen."

155
78

"Sin i s  t h e  w i l l f u l ,  d e l i b e r a t e  r es i s t ance
"Keep y o u r  f ace  toward  t h e  sunshine and t o  t h e  a u t h o r i t a t i v e  w i l l  o f  God."
the shadows w i l l  f a l l  beh ind  you . "

156

"The law  d i d  n o t  i naugura te  t h e  t i t h e ;
ne i t he r  d i d  i t  t e r m i n a t e  i t . "

14 2 7



145

"The g r e a t e s t  pa th  i n  t h e  w o r l d  i s  t h e  one
which leads  f r o m  the t h r e s h o l d  o f  you r
home t o  t h e  Sunday School each L o r d ' s  D a y. "

146

"Money i s  a  medium o f  exchange. T h e
C h r i s t i a n  takes money which he cannot  keep
and exchanges i t  f o r  t h a t  wh ich  he can
never l o s e .  T h a t  i s  one way t o  l a y  up
treasures i n  heaven."

147

"Give accord ing  t o  you r  means o r  Uod may
give you  means accord ing  t o  you r  g i v i n g . "

3.48

"Everyone t h i s  s i d e  o f  Heaven shou ld  be
in te res ted  i n  everyone t h i s  s i d e  o f  H e l l . "

149

"Eappiness i s  a  perfume you  cannot p o u r
on o the rs  w i t h o u t  g e t t i n g  a  few drops  on
y o u r s e l f . "

150

"As we have been marr ied t o  God th rough
h is  son,  J e s u s ,  we have been g i v e n  a  r i n g
of  unending l o v e  and undying f e l l o w s h i p . "

79

"The b i g  t h i n g s  i n  l i f e  a r e  never  done b y
fussy people.  P o i s e  i s  one o f  t h e  earmarks
of  menta l  s t r e n g t h . "

80

"Weakness cannot  cooperate w i t h  any th ing .
A l l  weakness can do i s  b e g . "  - - E i s e n h o w e r

81

"The ques t ion  i s  n o t  whether you  have
f a i l e d ,  b u t  whether you a re  con ten t  w i t h
f a i l u r e . "

82

"The bes t  g i f t s  a r e  always t i e d  up w i t h
h e a r t s t r i n g s , "

83

"Be k i n d ,  f o r  everyone you  meet i s  f i g h t i n g
a ha rd  b a t t l e . "  - -  D r.  John  Watson

84

"Bad h a b i t s  a r e  l i k e  a  comfor tab le  bed- -
easy t o  g e t  i n t o  bu t  ha rd  t o  g e t  o u t  o f . "
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"Those who b r i n g  sunshine i n t o  t h e  l i v e s  " N o  need wor ry  about t h e  op in i on  o f  t h e
o f  o t h e r s  cannot  keep i t  f r o m  themselves."  f i n a n c e  c o m m i t t e e  i f  he  has s a t i s f i e d  t h e

- -  B a r r i e  H o l y  S p i r i t . "

86 1 4 0

"There i s  no  b e t t e r  e x e r c i s e  f o r  t h e  h e a r t  " T h e  g rea tes t  sum i n  a d d i t i o n ,  i s  t o  count
than reach ing down and l i f t i n g  someone u p . "  y o u r  b l e s s i n g s . "

87 1 4 . 1

"Stewardship pu ts  t h e  Golden Rule i n t o  " W e  s a y,  speak  Lord ,  f o r  t h y  servant
business i n  p lace  o f  t h e  Ru le  o f  G o l d . "  h e a r e t h  .  .  . somet imes . "  --L. N e a l  Car lson

88 1 4 2

"God does n o t  comfor t  us  t o  make us
comfor tab le,  b u t  t o  make us  c o m f o r t e r s . "

Jowett

"Running down peop le ,  i s  l i k e  runn ing  up
s t a i r s ;  i t  i s  bad on  t h e  h e a r t . "

89 1 4 3

"A k i n d  deed i s  never  l o s t ,  a l t h o u g h  you
may no t  see i t s  r e s u l t s . "  a l w a y s  t i m e  enough f o r  c o u r t e s y. "

90

"Someday we w i l l  understand why i t  was;
i n  t h e  meantime God says ,  know t h a t  .1 AU.

- -  L .  N e a l  Car lson

" L i f e  i s  n o t  s o  s h o r t  b u t  t h a t  t h e r e  i s

144

"Anyone can p r a i s e  C h r i s t ,  b u t  i t  takes  a
r e a l  C h r i s t i a n  t o  f o l l o w  h im . "



133

"When you g e t  t o  t h e  end o f  y o u r  rope ,  t i e
a p raye r  kno t  and hang o n . "  —  . T .  McLean

134

"A f r i e n d  t h a t  i s n ' t  i n  need i s  a  f r i e n d
indeed."

" I t  i s  good t o  have
t h a t  money can buy,
t o  check up once i n
we h a v e n ' t  l o s t  t h e
c a n ' t  b u y. "

135

money, and  t h e  t h i n g s
but i t  i s  good, t o o ,
a w h i l e  and make su re
th ings  t h a t  money

136

n i t  i s  n o t  i n  l i f e ' s  chances, b u t  i n  i t s
choices t h a t  happiness comes t o  t h e  hea r t
o f  t h e  i n d i v i d u a l . "

137

"There a r e  s e v e r a l  good ways t o  achieve
f a i l u r e ,  b u t  never  t a k i n g  a  chance i s  t h e
most s u c c e s s f u l . "

138

"You cannot t o  a  wrong person about  J e s u s . "

91

"Chr is t ian  people l o s e  more b a t t l e s  because
they  do n o t  p r a y,  t h a n  f o r  any  o t h e r
reason."

92

"A temper  i s  a  va luab le  possess ion,  s o
don ' t  l o s e  i t . "

93

"Some de fea ts  a r e  o n l y  ins t ruments  o f
v i c t o r y. "

94

" I f  you c a n ' t  be t h a n k f u l  f o r  what you
rece ive,  b e  t h a n k f u l  f o r  what you escape. "

95

"Alcohol  i s  t h a t  something t h a t  s o  o f t e n
puts t h e  wreck i n t o  r e c r e a t i o n . "

96

"May t h e  rep resen ta t i on  o f  what you  have
experienced i n  y o u r  h e a r t  b e  n o t  l i k e  a
s ta ined g lass  window, b u t a  c l e a r ,  unmarred
p la te  g l a s s . "  —  L .  N e a l  Car lson
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"A l o t  o f  good cou ld  be done f o r  t h e  w o r l d
i f  nobody cared who g o t  t h e  c r e d i t  f o r  i t .

98

"iknyone can q u a r r e l ;  i t  t a kes  a  C h r i s t i a n
to  y i e l d  h i s  r i g h t s . "

99

"The C h r i s t i a n  l i f e  i s  l i k e  r i d i n g  a
b i cyc l e ;  i f  you do n o t  g o  on  you go o f f . "

- -  4 .  H .  G r i f f i n  Thomas

128

"Chr is t ians  a r e  l i k e  t e a ;  t h e i r  r e a l
s t rength  i s  n o t  drawn u n t i l  t h e y  ge t  i n t o
hot w a t e r . "

"Make a  success o f  t o d a y,  and  you need n o t  1 2 9
worry about tomorrow."

100

"Jesus d i d  n o t  say  i t  was n o t  b lessed  t o
rece ive ,  b u t  He d i d  say  t h a t  i t  was more
blessed t o  g i v e . "  -  P e r r y  F.  f iebb

101

"You a r e  as young as y o u r  f a i t h  and as o l d
as y o u r  d o u b t . "

130

"When C h r i s t  i s  k e p t  o u t s i d e ,  something
must be wrong i n s i d e . "

131
"Opportuni ty  o f t e n  looks  s o  much l i k e  hard
work t h a t  most people never  recogn ize  i t . "  " K e e p  s m i l i n g .  I t  makes everybody wonder

what you 've  been up t o . "

102

"Pack no t  y o u r  r e l i g i o n  away i n  a  s u i t c a s e
as you  l e a v e ,  l e s t  some o f  you r  t r u e
r e l i g i o n  be caught hanging o u t . "

-  L .  N e a l  Car lson

132

"Nouldn' t  i t  be  wonder fu l  i f  God saw us as
people see us? B u t  God knows o u r  hear t .H

- -  L .  Nea l  Car lson



121 1 0 3

"Cast a l l  your  ca re  o n  God. T h e  anchor  " A r e  y o u  the  s o r t  o f  C h r i s t i a n  you  expect
h o l d s . "  t h e  person near  you  t o  be?"

122 1 0 4

"One i s  n o t  l i k e l y  t o  commit e v i l  d u r i n g
the day  when he leaves  home i n  t h e  morning
f resh  f rom f a m i l y  a l t a r . "

123

"Remember as  you  l eave  you a re  t a k i n g  y o u r
segment o f  t h e  church  w i t h  you.  R e t u r n  i t
next L o r d ' s  Gay n o t  weaker b u t  s t r o n g e r,
not t a r n i s h e d  b u t  p o l i s h e d ,  j u s t  as
b e a u t i f u l  as  you  t a k e  i t  now. "

-  L .  N e a l  Car lson

"A c o f f e e  break i s  good,  a  p raye r  b reak  i s  1 0 5
b e t t e r,  a  p r a i s e  b reak  i s  b e s t . "

124

"The qu i ckes t  way t o  g e t  a  church on i t s
feet  i s  t o  ge t  i t  on  i t s  knees . "

"Si lence i s  one o f  t h e  g r e a t  a r t s  o f  1 0 6
conversat ion . "

125

"There i s  o n l y  one way t o  improve one ' s
work- - l o v e  i t . "

"Even i f  you a re  t o o  d e a f  t o  hear  t h e
preacher, t h e  Church i s  s t i l l  a  good p lace
f o r  l i s t e n i n g  t o  God. "

107

"The marr iage k n o t  shou ld  no t  be  a  s l i p
126 k n o t . "

"When p raye r  and l o v e  a r e  p u t  t o g e t h e r
i n  t h e  l a b o r a t o r y  o f  o u r  s o u l  t h e r e  i s
u l t i m a t e l y  a  r e a c t i o n  o f  deeds and work
i n  t h e  exper iments o f  hands and f e e t
and l i p s . "  -  L .  Nea l  Car lson

108

"The man who keeps busy  p u l l i n g  away a t
the oa rs  d o e s n ' t  have t i m e  t o  r o c k  t h e

boa t . "

22 1 9



109

"Many a  church  member would be scared t o
death i f  he  cou ld  f e e l  h i s  s p i r i t u a l  pu l se
and f i n d  how n e a r l y  dead he i s . "

110

"Our saddest memories a t  t h e  end o f  l i f e
w i l l  be o u r  l o s t  o p p o r t u n i t i e s  f o r  s e r v i n g
God."

111

"You cannot  l e a d  anyone e l s e  f a r t h e r  t h a n
you have gone y o u r s e l f . "

112

"The b l o c k  o f  g r a n i t e  which was an  obs tac le
i n  t h e  p a t h  o f  t h e  weak, becomes a  s t e p p i n g
stone i n  t h e  p a t h  o f  t h e  s t r o n g . "

113

"God g i ves  u s  memory t h a t  we might  have
roses i n  December." -  W. F .  Powe l l

"The C h r i s t i a n  l i v e s  on  an Expressway, w h i c h
i s  t o  s a y,  many dec is ions  f o r  t he  f u t u r e
must be made c a r e f u l l y  and i n  advance."

-  L .  N e a l  Car lson

115

"God c a l l s  men when t h e y  a r e  busy;  Satan
c a l l s  them when they  a re  i d l e . "

116

"There i s  p l e n t y  o f  a c t i o n  i n  a  r o c k i n g
c h a i r,  b u t  no  p r o g r e s s . "

117

"Let us  always remember t h a t  i t  i s  n o t  t h e
amount o f  r e l i g i o u s  knowledge which  I  have,
but t h e  amount wh ich  I  use,  t h a t
determines my r e l i g i o u s  p o s i t i o n  and
cha rac te r. "

118

" I t  d o e s n ' t  t a k e  ho rse  sense t o  n a g . "

119

"A sm i le  i s  a  cu rve  t h a t  s e t s  t h i n g s
s t r a i g h t . "

120

"While t h e  Ten  commandments s t a n d  as a
measuring tape f o r  and i n  s o c i e t y,
accept ing God's Son as p e r s o n a l  sav iou r
remains t h e  measuring tape  i n t o  Heaven.
I t  i s :  Ten  Commandments f o r  l i f e ;  one
Son f o r  e t e r n i t y . "  -  L .  N e a l  Car lson


